
Gay hotels investigated for breaching equality laws

Hotels that only accept homosexuals are being investigated by a government-funded
watchdog for discriminating against heterosexual couples.

By Jonathan Wynne-Jones (http://www.telegraph.co.uk/journalists/jonathan-wynne-jones/) ,
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The Equality and Human Rights Commission is examining whether "gay-only" guesthouses breach new laws
designed to prevent people being treated unfairly in the provision of goods or services.

Last month, Christian owners of a guesthouse in Cornwall became the first to be found guilty of
discrimination under equality laws after they refused to let a homosexual couple stay in a double room, in a
legal action supported by the EHRC.

Now, the watchdog says it must establish an "objective balance" by considering if gays-only accommodation
also defies the legislation.

Its lawyers are now investigating the issue and the EHRC says it has not ruled out taking legal action against
"gay-only" hotels if they are deemed to be discriminating against heterosexuals.

However, it admits that it has not received a single complaint from the public about such establishments.

Brewery unveils first gay beer (http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/centralamericaandthecaribbean
/mexico/8329843/Mexican-brewery-unveils-first-gay-beer.html)

Gay couple win damages from hotel owners: other examples of Christians being 'marginalised'
(http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/newstopics/religion/8266489/Gay-couple-win-damages-from-hotel-owners-
other-examples-of-Christians-being-marginalised.html)

Judge dismisses claims that hotel owners were set up (http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/uknews/law-and-
order/8266422/Gay-couple-awarded-damages-judge-denies-allegations-the-Christian-hotel-owners-were-set-
up.html)

The watchdog has also said it spent £15,320 of taxpayers' money on projects to ensure hotels run by
Christians are complying with the law and has written to warn them over their treatment of homosexuals.
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Hoteliers who run same-sex guesthouses fear they could be put out of business if they are forced to open
their doors to heterosexual couples as it will make their core market feel more self-conscious.

John Bellamy, 55, who runs a homosexual hotel in Bournemouth for men only, said that the new legislation
could result in the closure of exclusively gay guesthouses.

While he said he welcomed the new equality laws for tackling discrimination, he added that it had "come at a
price".

"I knew we'd get this as the new legislation is a double-edged sword," said Mr Bellamy, who runs Hamilton
Hall, which advertises that "clothing is optional" at the hotel.

"We've been campaigning for this law for years so that everyone is equal, but it could spell the end of
gay-only resorts.

"Gay bars and clubs are closing because they can't restrict themselves any more and the gay world is losing
its culture."

Mark Hurst, who runs a "gay-only" guesthouse in Blackpool has also expressed fears that he could lose his
homosexual clientele if he is forced to accept heterosexual people.

"Many of them would feel more self-conscious. Many of our guests like to just sit on the settee in the lounge
and cuddle up to watch a film," he said.

"They can hold hands and have a little kiss and would behave in a way they may not if they were in a mixed
crowd."

The EHRC said: "As discriminatory issues concerning 'Christian' bed and breakfast establishments and
hotels have been officially brought to our attention, and as we are testing the law in this area, there is a need
for the Commission to establish an 'objective balance'.

"We are, therefore, looking in to the matter of 'gay-only' hotels'/B&B establishments and the potentially
discriminatory policies towards heterosexual couples that some of those 'gay-only' establishments may
hold."
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