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Key Md. Republican Backs Marriage
By Julie Bolcer

Sen. Allan Kittleman
announced his support for
the marriage equality bill in
Maryland on Wednesday,
becoming the first, and
perhaps the only,
Republican senator to
support the measure in a
move expected to
strengthen its prospects for
passage.

The senator released a
statement one day after
publicly breaking ranks
with his Republican
colleagues, who voted as a
caucus to oppose the
measure pending in the
state legislature. In the
statement, he also announced that he would abandon his proposal for a civil unions bill, a
consensus attempt he conceived last month that failed to gain traction among gay rights
activists and senators from either party.

Kittleman, the son of the late state senator and civil rights leader Robert H. Kittleman,
explained his decision in an interview with The Advocate.

“My primary goal was equal rights for same-sex couples,” he said. “After four weeks of
looking at [the civil unions bill] it was evident to me that there wasn’t going to be any desire
to go that way, although the folks knew I was trying to do what I thought was best. I really
am looking forward to supporting Senate Bill 116.”

Senate Bill 116, officially called the Religious Freedom and Civil Marriage Protection Act, was
introduced in the Maryland senate and house of delegates last month. A hearing is scheduled
for Tuesday in the senate’s judicial proceedings committee.

Last month, Kittleman abruptly stepped down as senate minority leader over disagreement
with more socially conservative Republican colleagues about his civil union bill. He
anticipated he might be the only senator from his party to support the marriage equality bill,
although he cautioned that time remains in the session to change minds.

"Right now I am not optimistic that there will be any of my colleagues in the senate,” he
said. “The only indication I have is that most if not all oppose it.”
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READER COMMENTS

Name: Tyler
Date posted: 2/3/2011 12:42:16 PM
Hometown: san luis obispo

Comment:
I like this guy and if he ran for President I'd vote for him. A fiscal conservative and he supports
same sex marriage...I'm in.

Name: David
Date posted: 2/3/2011 4:41:31 AM
Hometown: Berkeley

Comment:
It takes a lot of guts to break rank from one's own party like that and take a stand for what's right.
Way to go Senator Kittleman!

Name: Larry
Date posted: 2/2/2011 7:53:34 PM
Hometown: Lutherville, MD

Comment:
As someone who lives in Maryland with my partner of 20 years, I am happy Mr. Kittleman is here
to challenge conventional Republican views. I agree with his view of what the Republican party
should be and hope for the day when it will return to those ideals. After all the past let-downs in
Maryland, I am holding out hope for this bill's passage.

Name: Deanne
Date posted: 2/2/2011 5:46:46 PM
Hometown: New Orleans

Comment:
making all of your Republican friends fascist. Fascist –noun a member of a fascist movement or
party. a person who is dictatorial or has extreme right-wing views.

Name: Dana
Date posted: 2/2/2011 4:12:24 PM
Hometown: Leominster

Comment:
Thankyou Senator Kittleman for having the courage to stand up for truth and the American way.

Name: Dan
Date posted: 2/2/2011 3:56:27 PM
Hometown: Pittsfield

Comment:
History will prove him right.

Name: Mark
Date posted: 2/2/2011 3:29:02 PM
Hometown: WF

Comment:
And ever other Republican there, whose salaries and family benefits are paid for by gay taxpayers'
dollars, are against equal civil rights for their born gay/lesbian constituents and their families?!
Shame.

Name: Canadian JAG
Date posted: 2/2/2011 2:27:01 PM
Hometown: Ottawa

Comment:
Wow, a true leader and a true Christian! I love this man!
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The Case Against Activism
Is activism becoming a members-only club? Advocate.com contributor Zack Rosen seems to think so — and
he thinks it's high time for a change.

NEWS FEATURES
Kamala Harris's Secret Weapon
Timothy Silard not only runs a foundation that gives away millions in grants, he's closely working with
California's attorney general to reform prisons and ensure the state remains golden for gay people.

COMMENTARY
The State of LGBTs in Charlotte
Advocate contributor Matt Comer says the Democratic National Convention can do more than bring money to
Charlotte. It can shine the spotlight on the city's poor record on LGBT rights.

BOOKS
 Christopher Interviews Anne Rice

The mother and son authors take no prisoners in a frank discussion of sexuality, religion, and Anne’s decision
to leave Christianity.

THEATER
Seat Filler
The Advocate’s man on the New York theater scene sought warmth onstage throughout a snowy January
with drag divas, lesbian campers, and tragic Tennessee Williams heroines.

TELEVISION
Mother of (Re)Invention
Joan Rivers swears her new hit reality series, Joan Knows Best? is indeed real, and dishes on closeted actors,
Sarah Palin’s gift to comedians, and her ladies’ night with Cher and Kathy Griffin.

COMMENTARY
Time For A Farewell to Arms?
Author and activist Ben Patrick Johnson says the shooting in Tuscon and the violent rhetoric that followed
should be a lessons for LGBT people in the fight for marriage equality.

COMMENTARY
Democracy in Egypt a Myth?
Porn entrepreneur and Advocate columnist Michael Lucas says the Muslim Brotherhood is poised to fill a
Egyptian power vacuum.

NEWS FEATURES
Howard Stern's Closet Shove
As a producer for Howard Stern's Howard 100 News, Michael Morales has plenty of stories, including when
the shock jock tried to hook him up to a lie detector and force him out of the closet (it worked).

NEWS FEATURES
PrEP Work
Anthony Fauci, a legend in the field of HIV/AIDS research, discusses the recent groundbreaking study on
pre-exposure prophylaxis (PrEP).
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The top 10 entertainment highlights on our gaydar this week: Jeff Whitty cheers, Charles Perez confesses,
Gregg Araki explodes, J.D. Samson mans up, Michael Urie gets his wings, and more.

ART
 Artist Spotlight: Yeni Mao

Quizzical and witty, Mao's work is informed by lost history and myth. Power and masculinity are explored in
both symbol and anatomy.

TELEVISION
Josh Spice
Josh Rosenzweig heats up the here! TV clubhouse as host of the new variety chatfest Just Josh.
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