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Dozens of witnesses testified for and against a same-sex marriage bill before a committee of the Maryland House of Delegates in
Annapolis on Friday as the bill’s sponsors cautioned supporters not to become complacent.

Among the first to testify for the bill were the five lesbian members and one gay male member of the House of Delegates, who gave
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personal accounts of how they and their partners are considered “strangers” under the current Maryland law that bars same-sex couples
from marrying.

Many of the same-sex marriage bill’s opponents, while testifying against that measure, testified in favor of a separate bill under
consideration at the hearing that was introduced by Del. Don Dwyer (R-Anne Arundel County). Dwyer’s bill calls for a state constitutional
amendment banning same-sex marriage.

The Civil Marriage Protection Act, which would legalize marriage for gay and lesbian couples, was approved one day earlier in the
Maryland Senate by a vote of 25-21, prompting LGBT activists to celebrate what they called a historic victory.

But officials with the statewide LGBT advocacy group Equality Maryland expressed concern that an expected vote on the bill in the
House of Delegates within the next two weeks appears much closer than originally expected.

Backers said that as of this week, the number of delegates who have publicly declared their support for the bill was just short of the 71
votes needed in the 141-member House.

“There’s an effort to derail this bill like none I’ve seen before,” said gay State Sen. Richard Madaleno (D-Montgomery County), the
author and one of the lead sponsors of the marriage equality bill in the Senate.

In a telephone news briefing on Friday, Madaleno said the mainstream media have repeatedly reported an earlier assumption that
support for the bill was greater in the House than in the Senate, and approval of the measure in the Senate guaranteed its passage in
the House.

With opponents, including the Maryland Catholic Conference and the New Jersey-based National Organization for Marriage, applying
enormous pressure on wavering delegates, Madaleno and Equality Maryland officials said support in the House might be in jeopardy.

A warning signal that support in the House could diminish surfaced earlier in the week when Del. Melvin Stukes (D-Baltimore City), a
co-sponsor of the marriage bill for the past four years, withdrew his sponsorship.

Stukes told the Baltimore Sun he thought the bill would have given same-sex couples the right to obtain civil unions rather than
marriage. Once he realized the measure would allow gays to marry he determined he made a mistake, he told the Sun.

“I’m very sorry that I got on the bill,” he said.

Activists said privately that they were baffled over Stukes’ change of heart on the bill because he represents a progressive-leaning
district in Baltimore where the majority of residents would not object to his support for allowing gays to marry.

Del. Heather Mizeur (D-Montgomery County), one of the House’s five lesbian members, said concern over possible erosion of support
among delegates prompted supporters to scrap an earlier strategy calling for bringing the bill up for a vote at the very end of the House
of Delegates session in April.

Doing that would shorten the time opponents have for gathering petition signatures needed to place the bill before voters in a
referendum, making it more difficult to pull off a referendum.

Under Maryland’s referendum law, the clock begins for obtaining petitions when a bill is passed by both houses and the governor signs
it. The state constitution sets the deadline for turning in the required number of petition signatures — 3 percent of the registered voters in
the state — by June 1 following the adjournment of the legislature, which usually takes place at the end of April.

Thus by passing the marriage bill in the House in early March, as supporters now hope to do, opponents could get more than a month of
additional time to obtain the petition signatures than if the bill passed at the end of the session in late April. Gov. Martin O’Malley has
said he would sign the bill if it reaches him.

If opponents succeed in gathering the required number of valid petition signatures, the bill is put on hold. It would not become law unless
voters defeat the referendum question submitted by opponents, which would call for defeating the bill and defining marriage in the state
as a union only between a man and a woman.

“Momentum is important,” said Mizeur, in discussing the decision to put the marriage bill on a fast track in the House. “If we had the
luxury of 83 public commitments to voting on this instead of 69 of the 71 that we need, sure, we could wait. But at this stage of the game,
we need to just get it passed and worry about the referendum later.”

Backers of the same-sex marriage bill also expressed concern about an e-mail that Dwyer sent to churches and religious groups that
included an attached pamphlet called “What-same-sex ‘marriage’ has done to Massachusetts.” The pamphlet describes a series of
school-related programs and discussions for elementary and high school students touching on same-sex marriage that LGBT activists in
Massachusetts say are distorted and sensationalized to draw opposition to same-sex marriage.

A second pamphlet that Dwyer attached to his e-mail, called “Little Black Book: V 2.0 Queer in the 21st Century,” was prepared by an
AIDS group and funded in part by the Massachusetts Department of Heath as a safe-sex and “coming out” guide for gay youth. It
includes graphic drawings of how to put on a condom and describes the level of risk for HIV and other sexually transmitted diseases for
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various sexual acts.

The first pamphlet calls the “Black Book” pamphlet a “hideous work of obscene pornography” that the first pamphlet’s author, Brian
Camenker, says was a result of the pro-homosexual climate created by the legalization of same-sex marriage in Massachusetts.

Similar to a hearing on the bill three weeks ago before a Senate panel, more than 100 witnesses signed up to testify before Friday’s
hearing by the House Judiciary Committee. Also similar to the Senate hearing, House committee officials did not release the list of
witnesses and their affiliations on the day of the hearing. The number of opponents appeared to outnumber the supporters by a small
margin.

Like the earlier hearing, different religious advocates and clergy members testified on both sides of the issue. Many opponents argued
that the bill lacked sufficient exceptions to allow individuals and businesses to refuse to provide services and accommodations related to
a same-sex wedding if doing so violates their religious beliefs.

Several witnesses testifying before the House panel, such as Maggie Gallagher, president of the National Organization of Marriage, also
testified at the Senate hearing.

“None of us have the right to redefine marriage,” Gallagher testified on Friday. “You need to bring together male and female to keep the
human race going.”

Derrick McCoy, president of the Maryland Family Alliance, said he would not object to providing same-sex couples with the same
benefits that married couples receive, but the benefits should be given through a means other than marriage.

“This is not a civil rights issue,” he said.

At least a half-dozen witnesses testifying against the marriage bill identified themselves as ex-gays who left the gay “lifestyle” through
counseling and embracing God. Among them was Anthony Falzarano, a former D.C. resident who helped found Parents and Friends of
Ex-Gays.  He said he now lives in West Palm Beach, Fla., where he formed a new group called Parents and Fiends Ministries.

Del. Mary Washington (D-Baltimore City), who won election to the House last November as an open lesbian, testified as part of a panel
at the start of Friday’s hearing with the five other out lesbian or gay House members.

Washington, who is black, said she views the campaign for the right to marry for lesbians and gays as being no different than the civil
rights campaigns waged by other groups in earlier years, including the black civil rights movement.

The other lesbian or gay delegates that testified were Mizeur; Anne Kaiser and Bonnie Cullison, both Democrats from Montgomery
County; and Maggie McIntosh and Luke Clippinger, both Democrats from Baltimore City. Each said marriage equality for lesbians and
gays would strengthen families and end a longstanding form of discrimination against same-sex couples.

Clippinger, a member of the House Judiciary Committee, walked from the witness table to the dais to join fellow committee members
and Del. Joseph Vallario (D-Prince George’s County), the committee chair. He presided over part of the hearing.

Morgan Meneses-Sheets, Equality Maryland’s executive director, was among those testifying for the same-sex marriage bill. Others
testifying for the bill included parents of gays and lesbians, ministers, and lesbian and gay couples.
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Lisa Polyak February 26, 2011 at 11:52 am

LGBT folks in Maryland — Please take note !!! NOM and Delegate Dwyer have joined forces, and NOM is pouring money into
Maryland to do robo calls, send negative mailers to constituents of swing legislators, and foment hate and lies in religious
communites. We must turn out with OUR CALLS and EMAILS to let elected officials know that we care, we vote and we want
them to allow our families a civil marriage. Take action here: http://www.equalitymaryland.org/takeaction We are so close — but if
we fail to win the vote in the House of Delegates — this opportunity will not come again for 4 years !!!

[Translate]
Reply Link Quote
Tim February 27, 2011 at 11:45 pm

As much as I like the idea of putting the vote off until the last minute to deny the anti-equality forces time to get the required
signatures to place the law on the ballot in a referendum; I have to worry about the sell-out Dems in the House of Delegates who
may very well betray us at the last minute and vote against same-sex marriage. The delay also gives the NOM criminals and
homophobic members like Delegate Dwyer time to build opposition to the bill. At this point, maybe they should move for quick
passage if they can’t be sure they will have enough votes later. Either way, can’t they get a whip count for the vote and figure out
who is actually with us on this?
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Syd Diamond February 28, 2011 at 11:42 pm

I think they should wait as long as possible. Why give Dwyer and friends more time to stop the law?
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